1.
Introduction. This paper extends certain techniques developed in Evans-Ishii [6] , Fleming-Souganidis [9] , Evans-Souganidis [8] , etc. regarding a PDE approach to various questions concerning large deviations.
The starting point for these studies was the observation that the action functions controling large deviations for various problems involving diffusions are, formally at least, solutions of certain Hamilton-Jacobi PDE; see., for example, Freidlin-Wentzell [10, p. 107, 159, 233, 237, 275, etc.].
Our new contribution has been to seize upon this fact and, utilizing the rigorous tools now available with the new theory of viscosity solutions of Hamilton-Jaccbi equations introduced by Crandall-Lions [3] , to recover many of the basic results heretofore derived only by purely probabilistic means. We argue that these new PDE tools are often simpler and more flexible than the probabilistic ones; the papers [2] and [3] , in [8] , that
